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"Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, you hypocrites. You lock the kingdom of heaven before human beings. You do not enter yourselves, nor do you allow entrance to those trying to enter. 
The scribes and the Pharisees are constituted ministries of the true salvation, religion and faith, true Word of the Lord, true justice. Corrupting the ministry God entrusted to them, instead of being instruments of salvation, they turned into instruments of perdition. The sin is very serious. From water of eternal life, they became water of eternal perdition. They gave their water as water of life; instead, it was only water of death. To lie, to deceit, to their corruption one adds the perdition of the sheepfold of the Lord. Because of their fault, the sheepfold lose the way of true salvation. Here is their first great sin. They lock the kingdom of heaven to human beings. Locked the kingdom, they do not enter. It would be a personal sin so far. It becomes against the sheepfold because one prevents the sheepfold from entering. Here is the double sin: you lock the kingdom of heaven to human beings. In fact, you do not enter yourself, and you do not even allow entrance to those trying to enter. This is the truth of his ministry. The ministry is corrupted when the one who exercises it do not enter and does not let one enter.
Having the scribes and the Pharisees corrupted their ministry, they can no longer use it in the service of the kingdom. Because of them, the kingdom of heaven is locked before every human being. What is the use of the mission then? If the ministry is corrupted, the mission also produces fruits of corruption. They traverse sea and land to make one convert, and when that happens, they make him a child of Gehenna twice as much as themselves. One works for the hell. This sin is more serious than the first one. While in the first sin one prevented the children of Israel to enter the kingdom, but they were children of the kingdom, here one is searching for other children of the kingdom, but one leads them in the perdition of Gehenna. One lives a mission for the eternal perdition. Instead of leaving the other person in his religion “of nature”, in which the salvation is by the conscience, one brings him in the religion of the Word, but to make him become child of the corrupted religion. Passing from the conscience to the Word, one is no longer judged by the conscience, but by the Word. God does not judge by the corrupted, transformed, altered, modified Word. He judges by the Word, as it came out from his mouth. This is the reason why they make him a child of Gehenna twice as much as themselves. Whoever embraces the Word according to the Word will be judged. And whoever accept the Gospel according to the Gospel will be saved or condemned. The Word obliges to the Word.
Now Jesus, with some concrete facts, reveals how far the hypocrisy, silliness, ignorance of the teaching of the scribes and the Pharisees. It is a teaching with no logic of truth, wisdom, intelligence, knowledge, light. Here is the first example of blindness. If one swears by the temple, it means nothing. One may swear by the temple that is the house of God, the place of his glory and his oath is with no value. He swore, but he is not obliged. Instead, if one swears by the gold of the temple, he is obliged. Everyone realizes that the gold is an embellishment of the house of God, but it is not the house of God, it is not the throne of his glory. It serves only to adorn. It is an element of decoration. It is evident that we find ourselves before a total overturning of the truth. The gold becomes the primary element. The temple secondary element. Gold becomes an essence. The temple accidental. It is great foolishness and spiritual blindness. Who is in charge of teaching is obliged not to fall in the trap of declaring the essential secondary and the secondary essential, otherwise the transgression of the Law is mere nothing and the mere nothing is made a serious thing. It often happens that the conscience of the Christian considers the abortion, the divorce, the euthanasia, every other moral disorder a cakewalk, while, then, from a transgression of a small sacrifice one makes it a most serious fact of conscience. This always happens when one separates from the Holy Spirit. One separates with the sin. Separated from Him, we lack in each of his gift. One is by the flesh. One should not forget this truth. Wisdom is always a current gift of the Holy Spirit. The communion with the Holy Spirit occurs in the Law, in the Commandments, in the Word. One is out of the Word, one is out of wisdom. When we are ruled by foolishness, by ignorance, when the spiritual blindness wraps us, it is sign that we are out of the Word, of the Law, of the Commandments.
Let us read the text of Mt 23, 13-22
"Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, you hypocrites. You lock the kingdom of heaven before human beings. You do not enter yourselves, nor do you allow entrance to those trying to enter. "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, you hypocrites. You traverse sea and land to make one convert, and when that happens you make him a child of Gehenna twice as much as yourselves. "Woe to you, blind guides, who say, 'If one swears by the temple, it means nothing, but if one swears by the gold of the temple, one is obligated.' Blind fools, which is greater, the gold, or the temple that made the gold sacred? And you say, 'If one swears by the altar, it means nothing, but if one swears by the gift on the altar, one is obligated.' You blind ones, which is greater, the gift, or the altar that makes the gift sacred? One who swears by the altar swears by it and all that is upon it; one who swears by the temple swears by it and by him who dwells in it; one who swears by heaven swears by the throne of God and by him who is seated on it.
It is evident that Jesus can say these things, since he has a true discernment. He is full of Holy Spirit and every day he grows in grace and truth. If he were not full of Holy Spirit, he would not go that far. No one can enter the knowledge of the truth and will of God unless by the Holy Spirit, in the Spirit. The Spirit of Christ operates by the obedience to the Father that is most perfect in Him. To every word of the Father, his yes is full, total.
Separated the essential from the accidental and the primary from the secondary, Jesus affirms the truth about the oath. Whoever swears by the temple, swears by the temple and for the One who dwells in it. The temple is the house of God, his holy dwelling on earth. Thus saying, Jesus gives truth to truth, wisdom to wisdom, justice to justice. God is not the temple. The temple is not the gold. It is not the gold the house of God, but the temple. The gold is only a material of embellishment, a sign of beauty. It is not to the blindness of the scribes and of the Pharisees that one should point, but to the cause of such great blindness. Knowing the cause, we will know how to avoid falling in the same blindness or in an even greater blindness. The cause is only one. This will happen, it happened, it always happens when one goes out of the obedience to the Word of the Lord. One goes out of the Word, one goes out of the Holy Spirit, one enters the blindness. It is also valid for the scribes and the Pharisees of the New Testament.
Why is Jesus insisting so much on this particular blindness of the scribes and of the Pharisees? Because it is extremely revealing of their spiritual state. It is the observance to one of the highest Commandments of the Law of the Sinai. The Second Commandment forbade taking the name of the Lord in vain. When one called him to witness on oath, the sworn word obliges always and forever. There were no reasons not to keep what sworn. If one is incapable of true discernment to set the validity of an oath, might it ever be wisdom to operate a sound discernment on others? It is impossible. We know that even about the Fourth Commandment there was blindness. The Pharisees and the scribes are not blind on one only thing. They are blind about everything. Their discernment is work of blind. For this reason, Jesus adds: “One who swears by heaven swears by the throne of God and by him who is seated on it.” What Jesus says for the scribes and the Pharisees is also valid for his disciples. He has already said it in the Sermon of the Mountain: “And if the light in you is darkness, how great will the darkness be.” Bland salt cannot be salted. We are all warned. We escape from the Word and we suddenly escape from the Holy Spirit. One escape from the Holy Spirit, one is blind and guides of blind. Whoever wants to preserve the sight of the Spirit of God must always remain, dwell in the Word. Mother of God, you who kept every Word of your Son, meditating it in your heart, ensure that we also live according to your divine wisdom.
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